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Welcome Back! 

We are delighted to be welcoming our existing students back to school and look 

forward to meeting our new Year 8 and all other new pupils.  It has been an 

unprecedented time during the pandemic and we are very proud of how the 

members of our school community have shown resilience and character 

throughout the lockdown time and home learning.  It has been challenging and we 

are not in a position to say that it is business as usual, but it will be business as 

unusual! 

It is vital to underline the fact that attending school in the current circumstances 

requires a high level of self-discipline and appreciation of the new instructions and 

way of doing things; which we are all adapting to both in school and in the wider 

community at this time.  It is important that you read, understand and commit to 

the information in this booklet before the re-commencement of school in the 

coming weeks. 

We fully expect all students to follow the guidance and failure to do so will put 

your place at school in jeopardy in the new term. 

We look forward to getting back to some routine and a degree of normality and 

look forward to seeing you all soon. 

All of the staff at Cookstown High School 
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Arrival, Departure and designated space 

We understand that from a practical perspective parents dropping off children at 

other schools on our shared campus will wish to leave their High School child off 

at the same time.  Pupils cannot currently be permitted to roam the campus freely; 

instead each year group will have an allocated outdoor area (detailed below).  We 

accept that this may mean your child should have a plain navy rainproof coat or 

umbrella, in the case of inclement weather. 

We ask that pupils adhere to the government guidance of “bubbles” and as such to 

maintain their distance from others and to respect the one-way system in school 

grounds.  Pupils must bring their own snack/drink for break as canteen service at 

break-time cannot be provided at this time.  

There will be only be limited school transport from 24 August (check with 

EA Transport) and no school meals until 1 September. 

Year 12  Monday 24 August – Millar Hall 9.25am (entrance via Coolnafranky 

House side main doors).  Periods 1-2 will be with HOY/FT then P3-6 in normal 

class. 

Year 14 Monday 24 August – McClay Hall 9.25am (entrance via main back 

doors). Periods 1-2 will be with HOY/FT then P3-6 in normal class. 

Year 8   August 28th Induction morning – From 9am arrive at turning circle 

and be escorted to the Millar Hall for 9.25 start.  Meet and Greet and assembly.  

Depart 12.30 from school. 

Year 8  Tues 1 September – Go to Form Class as arranged Fri 28 August. 

Year 9  Tues 1 September – Assemble at tennis courts to the rear of 

Coolnafranky House, following the one-way system to arrive there.  At 9.25am go 

to Form Room under the direction of your Form Tutor. 

Year 10  Tues 1 September – Assemble at paved area between English & 

Geography/History area, following the one-way system to arrive there.  At 9.25am 

go to Form Room under the direction of your Form Tutor. 

Year 11  Tues 1 September - Assemble at the Millar Hall, following the one-

way system to arrive there.  You will have assembly, be assigned to a Form Group 

and receive some additional guidance for the transition into KS4. 

Year 12  Tues 1 September – Go to Form Class as arranged previous week 

(please bring personal study materials in the event that you have time remaining 

after the startup information is shared and before class begins). 
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Year 13  Tues 1 September – Assemble in the McClay Hall, following the one-

way system to arrive there.  You will have assembly, be assigned to a Form Group 

and receive some additional guidance for the transition into KS5. 

Year 14 Tues 1 September – Go to Form Class as arranged previous week 

(please bring personal study materials in the event that you have time remaining 

after the startup information is shared and before class begins).  

Designated space 

 Yr8 teaching will be accommodated in the corridors usually reserved for 

Maths and Modern Languages.  The outdoor space for use by Yr8 at break 

and lunch is the Blue Pitch close to the turning circle. 

 Year 9 teaching will be accommodated in the corridors usually reserved for 

English. The outdoor space for use by Yr9 at break and lunch is the 

tennis courts to the rear of Coolnafranky House. 

 Year 10 teaching will be accommodated in the corridor usually reserved for 

Geography and History. The outdoor space for use by Yr10 at break and 

lunch is the paved area between English & Geography/History. 

 Pupils in Yr11 onwards will move responsibly around the one-way system to 

their specialist rooms for GCSE and A-level subjects. 

 The outdoor space for use by Yr11 at break and lunch is tennis courts in 

front of the Morrison Building. 

 The outdoor space for use by Yr12 at break and lunch is the quad 

courtyard adjacent to Technology. 

 The outdoor space for use by Sixth Form at break and lunch is the 

Morrison Building Garden space and Sixth Form will also have use of 

the Sixth Form communal areas. 

Visitors will not be encouraged in school at this time and any parent wishing to 

speak to a member of staff should ensure that they have made an appointment 

having first contacted the school Reception on 02886763620.  When a visitor 

arrives in school they will be advised to remain in their vehicle and contact the 

school Reception on a mobile phone to alert the staff to their arrival and receive 

guidance as to where to go next.  The safety of every member of the school and 

local community is our paramount concern. 
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The School Day 

In a bid to respond to Department of Education directives on distancing, current 

school day will follow the schedule below.  Pupils in Years 8-10 will remain in class 

bubbles throughout the day.  This means they will be taught in a classroom and 

the teacher of each subject will come to them.  Pupils in Yr11 onwards will move to 

their allocated classrooms using the one-way system.  Movements will be kept to a 

minimum and pupils should not be out of class, unless with permission from the 

supervising member of staff (this includes toilet visits, unless with valid medical 

exemption).  Handwashing/sanitising will take place at frequent intervals 

throughout the day. 

9.25  Registration (in allocated Form Room) 

9.50  Period 1 

10.40  Period 2 

11.30 – 11.50 Break (Pupils MUST bring their own snack/drink* for break) 

11.50  Period 3 

12.40 – 1.30 LUNCH for Year 8 (Junior Canteen) Year 12 (Senior Canteen) 

  1.30 – 2.10 Period 4 

1.05 – 1.45 LUNCH for Year 10 (Junior Canteen) Year 13/14 (Senior Canteen) 

  Split lunch Period 4 

1.30 – 2.10 LUNCH for Year 9 (Junior Canteen) Year 11 (Senior Canteen) 

  12.40 – 1.30 Period 4 

2.15  Period 5 

3.05  Period 6 

3.55  Final Bell for dismissal to departure points 

 

 

*NB This is a nut free school and energy drinks are not permitted. 
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Behaviour and Standards 

In addition to the usual high standards expected at Cookstown High School we are 

listing below a Code of Conduct Agreement with, in addition to existing school 

guidelines, we expect our students to comply with.  A copy of this will be signed by 

the pupil and parent/carer at the point of school startup. 

By attending school you must agree to the following: 

 I will remain at home if I have any concern that I or a member of my 
household should have symptoms of Covid-19. 

 Enter the school buildings in a socially responsible manner (respecting 
social distance from staff and peers and hands washed/sanitised before 
going to any classroom). 

 I will maintain the required social distance between myself and others, 
including staff; this includes whilst coming to and leaving school by 
whichever method of transport I usually use, walking along the corridors, 
standing in line or outside during breaks or lunch times. Should I need to 
move past someone, I will ask politely and wait respectfully until I can do 
so. 

 Have my temperature taken, if the need arises to do so. 

 Comply with instruction from any member of staff. 

 Follow the one-way system. 

 Sanitise hands on entrance to each building. 

 Complete thorough 20 second handwashing at regular intervals and as 
instructed by a member of staff. I will wash my hands on arrival to school 
and before I go home. I will also be required to wash my hands or sanitise 
every time I enter or leave my classroom, whether it be for break, lunch or 
PE activity. 

 Sit in your allocated seat and not move around the classroom. 

 Respect hygiene etiquette and that of others (sneeze into elbow if a tissue is 
not available and wash hands). 

 Accept that school is for the purpose of learning and focus on 
understanding your work. 

 Remain in the allocated class “bubble” – there can be no mixing of students 
in order to better protect the wider school and local community. 

 Bring all of the required school equipment in your schoolbag which should 
remain with you during the school day.  Pupils in Yr8-10 will keep these in 
their classroom. 

 Re-sanitise hands before leaving the school campus. 

 Not leave the school campus at any point, until the end of the school day. 
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 I will keep my phone turned off at all times. If it is needed for a piece of 
online work, I will ask the teacher supervising my group for permission and 
will turn it off when the task is completed. I will not take or share photos or 
video footage on my phone in school, unless it is of a piece of my own work 
and under the direction of the supervising member of staff. 

 If school transport is available, I commit to sitting sensibly, ensuring I am 
considerate towards others and will follow the directions of the driver.  
Usual transport safety guidance applies (seatbelts etc). 

 If I choose to wear a face mask this is for my own protection and with 
consideration for others.  I will also dispose of this correctly in one of the 
bins provided around the campus. 

 I will be respectful towards others who choose to wear PPE. 

 I understand the importance of and agree to good standards of personal and 
clothing hygiene. 

 I accept there can be no visitors on the school campus without a prior 
arranged appointment. 

 Turning circle is the only pick up/drop off point and parents/carers should 
not exit their vehicles. 

 I understand that failure to follow this code of conduct could result in me 
being asked to work from home. 

Well-being and safety are of paramount importance.  There will be a zero-
tolerance approach to misconduct and you must follow guidelines at all 
times.  Behave or be sent home (under the supervision of a parent/carer). 

Signed:   ________________________ (Pupil) Date:  ___________ 

Countersigned: ________________________ (Parent/Carer) Date:  ___________ 
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Behaviour and Expectations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Do not come to school if a member of your household is symptomatic for Covid-19

Wash your hands regularly

Respect social distance between yourself and staff/peers

Remain in your class "bubble"

Do not share equipment - you MUST bring your own

Follow instructions FIRST TIME and EVERY TIME
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Health and Hygiene 

 Do not come to school if you or a member of your household is 

symptomatic for Covid-19. 

 Do not come to school if you are symptomatic for cold or flu. 

 Please wash your hands before leaving home and coming to school. 

 You must wash your hands during or just before the morning registration, 

before break, before lunch and before the end of the school day. 

 Please use hand gel (provided at entry points to buildings) and sanitise your 

hands thoroughly to prevent the spread of infection.   

 You may also have your own hand sanitiser for personal use. 

 Bring your own snack/drink for break as the vending machines are not 

operational.  Please remember that there are to be NO energy drinks in 

school and this is also a nut free school. 

 You should not share food or drink items with others. 

 Do not pass mobile phones from person to person. 

 At lunch time the school canteen will be providing a full service in both the 

Junior and Senior canteens (lunch times have been amended to minimise 

contact with other year groups).  You are free to bring a packed lunch if you 

prefer.  

 During break and lunch pupils will be directed outdoors to well ventilated 

areas and should bring a showerproof navy coat or umbrella.  In very poor 

weather, alternative indoor options will be provided. 

 Use the bathroom before registration, during break or lunch but please do 

not ask out of class during lessons as movements around the buildings must 

be curtailed.  Exceptions to this would be with a valid medical exemption. 

 Dispose of paper tissues or any PPE in a responsible manner in one of the 

bins provided. 

 Avoid physical contact of any variety with others. 

 Familiarise yourself with the current government guidance on health and 

hygiene and how to protect your families. 

 Anyone feeling unwell during the school day should alert the class teacher 

who will instruct the pupil on the best course of action. 

 First-Aid is only ever administered to cases which are in the remit of a 

qualified First-Aider – cold and flu symptoms are not within the remit 

of First-Aiders. 

 Pupils who are unwell are likely to be sent home in the care of a 

parent/carer.  Parents MUST ensure we hold valid contact information for 

the pupils and should be registered for Parent App. 
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Rooms 

Each room will be cleaned thoroughly at the end of every day.  There will be 

additional cleaning at intervals throughout the school day and this will focus on 

doors, stair rails, bathroom sinks and other frequently used areas.  The onus is on 

every member of the school community to ensure that they play their part in 

managing the transmission risks. 

 Pupils and staff will use the one-way system (exception to this would be in 

the case of an emergency evacuation). 

 Students will sit at the desk allocated to them by the member of staff. 

 Excess furniture and materials in classrooms has been removed. 

 Pupils must stay in their seats at all times. 

 Toilet visits are discouraged during lessons, unless with valid medical 

exemption. 

 In classrooms with sink facilities it is vital for pupils to carry out additional 

handwashing, under the guidance of the member of supervising staff.  

 Pupils in Yr8-10 will remain in an area for the duration of the school day. 

 Yr8 will be accommodated in the corridors usually reserved for Maths and 

Modern Languages.  The outdoor space for use by Yr8 at break and lunch 

is the Blue Pitch close to the turning circle. 

 Year 9 will be accommodated in the corridors usually reserved for English. 

The outdoor space for use by Yr9 at break and lunch is the tennis courts 

to the rear of Coolnafranky House. 

 Year 10 will be accommodated in the corridor usually reserved for 

Geography and History. The outdoor space for use by Yr10 at break and 

lunch is the paved area between English & Geography/History. 

 Pupils in Yr11 onwards will move responsibly around the one-way system to 

their specialist rooms for GCSE and A-level subjects. 

 The outdoor space for use by Yr11 at break and lunch is tennis courts in 

front of the Morrison Building. 

 The outdoor space for use by Yr12 at break and lunch is the quad 

courtyard adjacent to Technology. 

 The outdoor space for use by Sixth Form at break and lunch is the 

Morrison Building Garden space and Sixth Form will also have use of 

the Sixth Form communal areas. 
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Covid-19 Symptoms Flow Chart* 

Phase 1:  Suspected case of covid-19 in school 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Phase 2:  Confirmed case of covid-19 in school 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Subject to Department of Education/Public Health Agency Guidelines 

For full details of the Test, Trace and Protect Strategy follow this link: 

https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/health/Test-Trace-Protect-Support-

Strategy.pdf 

 

Stage 1

•Pupil displays symptoms 
of Covid-19 (temperature, 
new and continuous 
cough, loss of, or change 
in, your normal sense  of 
taste or smell.

Stage 2

•Pupil is sent (discreetly) to 
Coolnafranky House and will 
be collected from there by 
parent/carer.

•Parent advised to get pupil 
tested.

Stage 3

•Test negative: return to 
school.

•Household ends self-
isolation.

•Test positive: move to 
confirmed case scenario.

Stage 1

•Pupil tests positive for 
Covid-19

•Enhanced cleaning 
carried out within any 
classroom/area in which 
an individual has been.

Stage 2

•Individual received medical 
treatment/advice

•Class and teacher(s) follow 
isolation guidance determined 
by Test, Trace and Protect 
service.

Stage 3

•Other cases detected 
within school, report to 
the PHA who will advise.

https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/health/Test-Trace-Protect-Support-Strategy.pdf
https://www.health-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/health/Test-Trace-Protect-Support-Strategy.pdf
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Attendance 

In light of the latest guidance (13th August 2020) attendance at school is considered 

mandatory for all pupils.   

Pupils who may require an individual risk assessment (see below) should ensure that their 

circumstances have been communicated to the Pastoral team in school as soon as 

possible. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


